
Applicant Name Neihart, Town of 
Project Name  Neihart Water System Improvements  
 
Project Abstract 
 
The Town of Neihart provides domestic water for 95 residential and three commercial customers. The 
original 1890s era water system is being systematically brought up to current health and safety standards.  
Recent improvement projects include:  1980 – 100,000-gallon water tank, 1981 – reservoir dam 
reconstruction, 1987 – various water main replacements, 1996 – surface water treatment facility, 1997 – 
U.S. 89 water main replacement, and 2004 - installed water meters.  However, serious deficiencies remain 
in the water treatment and distribution systems. 
 
The water distribution main, extending 4,200 linear feet from Neihart’s surface water treatment plant to 
U.S. 89, consists of 113-year-old cast iron pipe with caulked lead joints that have numerous documented 
leaks.  This main has had frequent breaks and associated health and safety problems.  For example, the 
town was without water for two to four days when this main broke during a cold snap several years ago.  
Additionally, the main is now fully exposed where it crosses Belt Creek and is highly susceptible to freezing 
and flood damage.  This main will be replaced and the Belt Creek crossing restored to natural conditions.   
 
Neihart has been under either a boil order or a health advisory due to problems with water treatment since 
its surface water treatment plant was installed in 1996.  A modification to the controls and chemical feed is 
proposed to help correct the treatment plant problems.   
 
Neihart’s water system is heavily in debt and has virtually no reserve fund.  Over 60% of residents have low 
and moderate income levels (LMI); 22% are at poverty level.  Part-time residents pay full-time monthly water 
bills, $40 per month, which exceeds the target rate for Neihart’s water service by more than 75%.  Because 
of these challenges, Neihart is requesting funding assistance from the Renewable Resource Grant and 
Loan Program (RRGL), Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG), and Treasure State 
Endowment Program (TSEP) to complete the necessary improvements. 
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